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The exhibition space of the GHF 2016

The Marketplace

The marketplace of the Geneva Health 
Forum provides fantastic opportunities 
for networking and continue discussions 
outside the conference rooms. The exhi-
bition booths of the organizations are 
located in different areas of the CICG.

Tomorrow’s affordable hospital

Tomorrow’s affordable hospital of the 
Geneva Health Forum will display will 

interactively display sustainable and 
affordable innovations in different health 
sectors that have achieved a sufficient 
level of maturity to foster exchanges 
with the visitors but also between inno-
vators. In each space several exhibitors 
will present innovations in key hospital 
areas (biology laboratory, medical imag-
ing, pharmacy, gynecology, neonatology, 
primary health care, ehealth etc.). Each 
day, some of these innovations will be 
highlighted during the allocated time 
to visit tomorrow’s affordable hospital.

Public Conference April 20, 2016:
“Health and innovation for all”

To celebrate its tenth anniversary the 
GHF 2016 is organizing a public confer-
ence on “Health and Innovation for all” 
with the aim of presenting to a wider 
public the latest advances in the sus-
tainable and affordable healthcare sec-
tor and to encourage dialogue between 
professionals and the general public. This 
is the only public conference of the GHF. 
This conference in French addresses the 
general public and anyone interested in 
sustainable and affordable innovations 

in health care. On this occasion tomor-
row’s affordable hospital will also be 
open to the public.

“Key thread” of the different presenta-
tions: display the interest of academics 
and life sciences industry to develop 
sustainable and affordable innovations 
for all patients. “Innovation belongs 
to all!”

H o s t in g t h e W H S G e n e v a M e e t in g

An International Showcase  
of Global Health

Geneva, the host city of the Geneva 
Health Forum, is the flagship city in 
terms of health, with a pool of exper-
tise on health issues, thanks to the pres-
ence of international organisations such 
as the WHO or CICR, but also of NGOs, 
industry associations and permanent 
missions to the United Nations.

Important Swiss public institutions 
engaged in global health are our part-

ners and hosts. This particular setting 
provides GHF’s participants unprece-
dented opportunities to develop and 
maintain their networks with the key 
players in the health sector. GHF gives 
the floor to those who think outside the 
box, coming from around the world, and 
who are looking for practical and inno-
vative solutions to tackle global health 
challenges. 

Geneva Health Forum: 
A Step Towards The 
Global Access To Health 

The sixth edition of the 
Geneva Health Forum will 
take place from April 19-21, 
2016, and will focus on the 
following theme: Global 
Health: Sustainable and 
Affordable Innovation in 
Healthcare. 

Location: Geneva Interna-
tional Conference Centre 
(CICG), Switzerland

Do You Wish  
to Participate? 

To register, please visit  
 www.ghf2016.org.  

where you will find all 
necessary information.

About the Geneva Health Forum

The Geneva Health Forum (GHF), cre-
ated in 2006 by the University Hospi-
tals of Geneva and the Faculty of Med-
icine of the University of Geneva, is the 
Swiss flagship event as regards global 
health. Every two years, GHF attracts 

both Swiss and internationally renowned 
stakeholders, and brings together par-
ticipants from all sectors (health, aca-
demia, politics, civil society and private 
sector professionals).

Contacts
Dr Eric Comte 
Scientific Programme Coordinator, External Affairs Department University  
Hospitals of Geneva
Noria Mezlef 
Coordinator Geneva Health Forum, External Affairs Department University  
Hospitals of Geneva, Phone +41 (0)22 305 40 49, email: info@ghf2016.org

Steering Committee
Prof. A. Flahault - Director of the Institute of Global Health, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Geneva
Prof. A. Geissbuhler - Head of Division of eHealth and Telemedicine of the 
University Hospitals of Geneva
Dr. C. Mathieu Thiébaud - Director of External Affairs Department, University 
Hospitals of Geneva 
N. Rosset - PhD, Deputy Director of External Affairs Department, University 
Hospitals of Geneva
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Program structure

 an opening ceremony with high level 
speakers

 6 plenary sessions and 24 parallel 
sessions with more than 150 commu-
nications. The program is built on the 
basis of the call for abstracts launched in 
June 2015

 8 sessions of the World Health Summit 
guest of honor of the Geneva Health 
Forum

 workshops lead by various working 
groups

 poster exhibitions 

 an evening on “health and innovation for 
all” open to the public

 presentation of Swiss organizations in 
the Federal Café

 a video corner 
 tours of “Tomorrow’s affordable 

hospital”
 breakfast and lunch sessions organized 

by our partners and sponsors

These 3 days are punctuated by social 
networking such as the welcome cocktail 
on 19 April and the 10 year anniversary of 
the GHF on 20 April.
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Geneva Health Forum 2016 
hosting the World Health Summit

For its tenth anniversary in 2016, the 
GHF will host the World Health Sum-
mit (WHS) Regional Meeting in Geneva. 
This historic partnership between the 
two most dynamic events in Europe in 
terms of general health, seals a deep 
bond between the members of these 
international networks, but also a will-
ingness to bring together the ideas, anal-

yses and recommendations on crucial 
issues for the health of humanity. Where 
health issues are at stake it was essen-
tial for the organisers of both events to 
combine their skills and share their ideas 
with the aim of developing a common 
voice and make recommendations on 
global health issues.

The World Health Summit (WHS) 
is the annual conference of the M8 
Alliance of Academic Health Centers, 
Universities and National Academies. 
Its goal is to improve health world-
wide through 1) collaboration, 2) open 
dialogue among all stakeholders and 
3) agenda-setting through authorita-
tive statements and calls for action 
strengthened by the InterAcademy 
Partnership (IAP) for Health.

The M8 Alliance is a unique network 
of 23 leading international academic 
health centers, universities and 
research institutions, including the 
InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) for 
Health, which represents more than 
100 National Academies of science 
and medicine worldwide. The M8 
 Alliance acts as an academic think-
tank for the WHS.

3-day conference from Tuesday 19 to Thursday April 21 at the CICG:

Sustainable and Af fordable 
Innovations in Healthcare

Since its first edition, 10 years ago, the 
GHF has become a place for dialogue 
and major exchanges between field prac-
titioners, the university hospitals, the 
public and private sectors, international 
organizations and the non-governmental 
organizations. Boasting an exceptional 
setting, Geneva is also one of the pillars 
of the Lemanic Arc, an intensive cultur-
al, scientific and technological hub in 
terms of health innovation, also called 
the “Health Valley”.

Innovative Solutions 

Innovations have allowed a quantum leap 
in health over the last decades. Wheth-
er medical, pharmaceutical, biotechnol-
ogy, genomics, computer, or non-tech-
nological, these medical advances are 
intended to provide solutions for patients 
who, only yesterday, were considered 
incurable. 

But are these innovations really benefi-
cial to mankind today? Because it is diffi-
cult to accept that only a part of mankind 

has today access to health services, the 
globalised world innovates and unites 
to provide access to many of the major 
advances in health.

The GHF, faithful to its spirit, will in April 
2016 offer the opportunity to have an 
open and constructive debate on inno-
vation in healthcare, that is accessible 
to all and environment-friendly. The GHF 
2016 will seek to be an influential voice 
on these issues, through the greatest 
experts in this field.

GHF and Francophonie 
(French-speaking) 

Plenary sessions will be 
simultaneously translated 
to French and English. There 
will be at least one full 
series of parallel sessions 
in French, allowing the 
French-speaking audience to 
follow the conference from 
beginning to the end. All 
written and online materials 
will be available in French 
and English. The exhibition 
booths and demonstrations 
will also be bilingual.

Innovative Solutions

In view of the many challenges 
posed by the access to healthcare, 
it is important to provide innovative 
and affordable solutions. A multi-
sector approach is needed to ensure 
access to new technologies and new 
medicines and to develop concrete and 
suitable solutions.

Vectors of innovation

 Diagnostics, imaging
 Medtech, biotech
 Health information tech-

nology, mHealth, eHealth, 
telemedicine, social 
media

 Corporate and academic 
social responsibility in 
healthcare

 Governance, innovative 
financing for R&D, 
economic models

 Quality assurance for 
healthcare

 Healthcare management
 Logistics and supply chain
 Patient empowerment

Main Features of the 
Geneva Health Forum 

 Gives the floor to the 
stakeholders working in 
the field

 Promotes meetings 
between physicians and 
policy makers

 Favours debates and 
innovative solutions, 
if affordable and 
sustainable

 Promoting a multi-
sectoral approach

 For the 2014 edition: 
nearly 400 submissions, 
60 speakers, more than 
170 oral presentations/
speakers, 7 plenary 
meetings, 40 parallel 
sessions, 800 participants 
from around the world 

April 21, 2016   Plenary           Parallels           WHSgm

09:00 PL4 Plenary IV - Access to Innovation at Scale: Universal Health Coverage
Chair: Robert Yates, Speakers: Shu-ti Chiou, Agnès Soucat

11:00 Public Health challenges Improving clinical care and 
access

Addressing specific needs Field actors World Health Summit  
Geneva Meeting

PS1-5
Patient safety in health 
systems with limited resources

PS2-5
Management of fever in the  
tropics: Not a one-fits-all  
approach

PS3-5
New approaches for health 
care in prison

PS4-5
Surgery in Europe for African 
patients, it is sustainable and 
accessible? (Francophone)

WHS5
Geneva (GIEP): 
Innovation funding and  
R and D

14:00 PS1-6
Different approaches to health 
information

PS2-6
New approaches in the field  
of antimicrobial resistance

PS3-6
Management of NCD in  
humanitarian crises

PS4-6
New dynamics for healthcare 
insurance

WHS6
Monash: Global health in 
medical education

15:45 PL5 Plenary V - Recommendations from the workshops 
15:45-16:30 Round Table 1: Health Care for All, utopia or human right?
16:30-17:15 Round Table 2: Health Challenges: Global perspective and local implementation 

17:15-
17:45

Awards & Closing Ceremony GHF2016 - WHS Geneva Meeting
Awards Ceremony Anne Maurer Cecchini Price & GHF Awards
Open to the public

April 20, 2016   Plenary           Parallels           WHSgm

09:00 PL2 Plenary II - The IT Revolution for health
Chair: Edward Kelley, Speakers: Marcel Salathé, Effy Vayena, Hamadoune Touré

11:00 Public Health challenges Improving clinical care and 
access

Addressing specific needs Field actors World Health Summit  
Geneva Meeting

PS1-4
Integrated community care in 
transitional countries

PS2-4
Promoting access to care 
for patients with neglected 
tropical diseases

PS3-4
Neonatology: the innovations 
that address the major causes  
of pediatric death

PS4-4
The revolutions of the nursing 
jobs in the North and in the 
South (Francophone)

WHS4
Geneva-Montreal M8-G3: 
Innovative solutions for 
migrations

14:00 PL3 Plenary III - Facing emergencies with soft innovation
Chair: Doris Schopper, Speakers: Denis Mukwege, Dinesh Bhugra

17:45 Soirée publique « La santé et l’innovation pour tous » (Soirée événement à l’occasion du 10e anniversaire du GHF2006-2016) 
Chairs: Marcel Tanner, Louis Loutan
 

April 19, 2016   Plenary           Parallels           WHSgm

09:00 PL1 Plenary I - The Innovation Process: From ideas to implementation
Chair: Sally Stansfield, Speakers: Elmar Mock, Muhammad H. Zaman, Bill Anderson

11:00 Public Health challenges Improving clinical care and 
access

Addressing specific needs Field actors World Health Summit  
Geneva Meeting

PS1-1
Beyond health: multi-sectoral 
approaches in the era of the 
SDGs? 

PS2-1
Solving practical field issues 
related to a NCD, diabetes

PS3-1
Innovation in the treatment 
of drug addict patients. Time 
for change

PS4-1
Challenges to develop 
research in southern countries

WHS1
Sao Paulo (USP): Chikungunya 
and Zikavirus infections as 
global Public Health challenges

14:00 PS1-2
Ebola, Zika, what approaches 
for emerging virus epidemics?

PS2-2
New strategy for oral health 
(Francophone)

PS3-2
Highly specialized medicine: 
Need, interest and obstacles  
in the south

PS4-2
Health cooperatives in Africa: 
an appropriate response to the 
urgent needs

WHS2
Berlin Charité (IMS2020)
Medical Education: Quality 
and internationalization

16:00 PS1-3
The development of surveil-
lance networks is essential for  
improving health care practices

PS2-3
Perspective for cervical cancer, 
prevention in low income  
countries

PS3-3
Quality of care after sudden 
onset disasters: Good willing 
is not enough

PS4-3
Evolution of the roles of  
pharmacists in the south
(Francophone)

WHS3
Geneva (IHEID): Accelerating 
SDGs implementation

18:00 Opening Ceremony - Chairs: Antoine Geissbhulher, Nicole Rosset (Open to the public)   
Bertrand Levrat, Yves Flückiger, Detlev Ganten, Mauro Poggia, Yves Daccord, Marie Paule Kieny
Announcement of results of the Open Geneva Hackathon 2016 
Keynote Addresses: Micheline Calmy-Rey, Chairs: Claudine Mathieu-Thiébaud, Antoine Flahault

19:30 GHF - WHS cocktail


